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B i l l  W .  o n  T r a d i t i o n  S e v e nB i l l  W .  o n  T r a d i t i o n  S e v e n
Despite our early Tradition of keeping A.A. poor for its own safety, we were still
to have temptations. There were three of them. 

The first came when we met with Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., and his friends in
the fall of 1937. At that time the possibility of unlimited financial backing pretty
much dimmed our sharing of the vision of St. Francis. Dr. Bob and I, and indeed
most of us, were awfully broke. Ideas of comfortable and well-paid jobs, chains of
A.A. hospitals, and tons of free literature for suffering alkies seized our
imagination. But Mr. Rockefeller had other ideas. He said, “I think money will
spoil this.” He acted accordingly, and A.A. stayed poor. St. Francis had given us
the idea, but John D. wisely forced us to live up to it. This was the oddly assorted
pair who were really responsible for A.A.’s Tradition on money. Thank God for
them both! 
The second temptation veered to the other extreme. We got so scared of money
that we went tightwad, half-refusing to support A.A.’s simple but essential area-
and-over-all services, without which we would fail to function and grow. Even
now we haven’t quite surmounted this one. We still drag our heels when the hat
is passed to support local Intergroup offices and General Headquarters. And this
holding back is not for lack of folding money either. The collective income of
A.A.’s membership—the sum of our wages, salaries, and other emoluments—will
presently reach a total of a billion dollars yearly. When sober and working, few
alcoholics have any money trouble. Our earning power as individuals may
actually be double the average. The material pay-off, as well as the spiritual pay-
off, of A.A.’s way of life is downright incredible. Nevertheless, we still balk a bit
when it comes to paying A.A.’s very reasonable service bills. Sometimes I think
this may be all to the good. There is not the slightest danger that A.A. is ever
going to get too rich from the voluntary contributions of its own members! 
There is a funny but revealing story about this. And the joke is on me. It was in
1941, just after the Saturday Evening Post story broke. The income from the A.A.
book would not pay for answering the thousands of inquiries, and we had set up
a dollar-a-year per member as the measuring stick for voluntary contributions
that might meet the bill. It was the first time A.A. Headquarters had asked groups
for any help.
At the time, Lois and I were receiving thirty dollars a week as the result of Mr.
Rockefeller’s dinner. We were living in a little room in the Twenty-Fourth Street
club.

Our household furniture was still in storage and we were mighty hard up. One
morning a bleary-eyed friend just off a bender stuck his head into the little Vesey
Street office. I was pacing up and down, cussing out the drunks for being so slow
in sending in their buck apiece. I was in a really mean mood, so I gave my bleary-
eyed friend a big gripe on how stingy drunks were. Naturally, he agreed.    cont,



Just to make myself generous I pulled out a five-dollar bill and handed it to him.
It was money that Lois needed for the groceries, and I knew very well that he
would go out and drink it up. But this grandiose act made me feel good. I, poor I,
could give five dollars when those guys out there couldn’t even send in one
dollar! 

Distinctly satisfied with myself, I went to the meeting that night in the club. The
club was behind with its rent. In those days, you could not mix the material with
the spiritual at all. Money was a subject you could hardly mention. But the
landlord was not getting his rent, so it had to be mentioned. At intermission, my
old friend Tom B., who led the meeting that night, timidly said, “Now, folks, can’t
you go a little heavy on the hat tonight? We’re kind of behind with the rent.”
Such was his apologetic announcement. I was sitting on the stairs with some new
convert. Nevertheless, I heard him and I knew the club was behind. Finally, the
hat came up the stairs where we were, and I reached in my pocket and got a
coin. When I fished it out, it was half a dollar. Scarcely thinking, I dropped that
half-dollar back into my pocket and produced a dime that clinked thinly in the
hat. A minute later I woke up. I who had boasted of my generosity that morning
was treating my own club worse than the alcoholics who had forgotten to send
the Foundation their dollars. I realized that my five-dollar gift to the backslider
was an ego-feeding act, bad for him and bad for me. There was a place in A.A.
where spirituality and money would mix, and that was in the hat. I never since
have criticized anybody for failing to send a dollar or so to Headquarters.

Our third money temptation was the greatest of all three.

One night the Trustees of our Foundation were having their quarterly meeting.
The agenda included a crucial question: A certain lady had died, and when her
will was read, it was discovered that she had left to Alcoholics Anonymous, in
trust with the Foundation, a sum of $10,000. The question was, should A.A. take
the gift? 

What a debate we had on that one! The Foundation was really hard up just then;
the groups were not sending in enough money for the support of the office; we
had been tossing in all the book income, and even that had not been enough; the
reserve fund was melting like snow in springtime. We badly needed that $10,000.
“Maybe,” some said, “the groups will never fully support the office. We can’t let it
shut down; it is far too vital. Yes, let’s take the money. Let’s take all such
donations in the future. We’re going to need them.”
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Higher Power, My inventory has shown me who I am, Yet I ask for Your help in admitting my
wrongs to another person & to You. Assure me, & be with me, in this Step, for without this Step I
cannot progress in my recovery. With Your help, I can do this, & I do it.
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District 82  
Join

Potluck

Bring a dish to share
if you can

Want the tea on
the General

Service
Conference?
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https://txaaconvention.org/


City Location Group Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Angleton
124C E Mulberry St
(across from H-E-

B)

Angleton
Group

12p O
6P O

12p C
6P O

12p C
6P O

12p C
6P O

12p C
6P O

12p C
6P O

12p O
6P O

Angleton 508 S Anderson Grupo Fe 8p 8p 8p 8p 8p 8p 8p

Clute
14 N Brazosport

Blvd
Free to Live 10a O 10a O

Clute
14 N Brazosport

Blvd
Brockman

Group
12p O 12p C 12p C 12p C 12p O

Clute
14 N Brazosport

Blvd
Beginners

Group
6p C 6p O 6p C 6p C 6p C 6p C 6p O

Lake Jackson 100 Oak Dr South
New

Beginnings for
Women

12p C

Lake Jackson 100 Oak Dr South Clean Air 12p C 12p C

Lake Jackson
200 Oyster Creek

(St Timothy’s)
Plantation

Group
6:30p C 6:30p C 6:30p O

Bay City
2701 Avenue H

(Trailer by
Railroad)

Bay City Group 7p O 7p O 12p O 7p O 7p O 12p O
12p O
7p O

El Campo
708 E First St
(Bible Truth

Church)

Easy Does It
Group

7p O 7p O

Needville
16628 Hwy 36

(Creekside
Christian Church)

Needville
Group

6:30p O

Sweeny
205 N Oak St

(Sweeny Senior
Citizen’s Center)

Sweeny-Old
Ocean Group

8p O 8p C 8p O

West
Columbia

212 N 14th St
(Warriors’ Refuge)

Fresh Start
Group

6:30p C

West
Columbia

117 E Clay St
(St Mary’s

Episcopal Church)

West
Columbia

Group
8p O

M e e t i n g  S c h e d u l eM e e t i n g  S c h e d u l e

This District 82 schedule is intended to help you locate meetingsThis District 82 schedule is intended to help you locate meetings
within the District 82 boundries of Area 67. It is subject to changewithin the District 82 boundries of Area 67. It is subject to change

without notice. For more information and schedule updates, contactwithout notice. For more information and schedule updates, contact
Houston Intergroup atHouston Intergroup at  

(713) 686-6300 or online at http://www.aahouston.org or download(713) 686-6300 or online at http://www.aahouston.org or download
Meeting Guide app on your phone.Meeting Guide app on your phone.
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