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Serious Drinkers  
Jackie S, District 40 DCM 

 Well, it’s only the end of January and Tradition Three 
topics have already been coming up in the A.A. meetings I’ve been 
attending.  Other topics as well, but the Tradition Three topics 
are sticking in my mind.  I’m amazed at how we can all read the 
same literature and interpret it so differently.  I believe we can take 
a sentence and fill in the details with our own imagination.  I see 
that going on; I’m probably guilty of that too.  But here is my 
interpretation; I believe it’s very literal.  Regarding the third Tradition, “The only 

requirement for A.A. membership is a desire 
to stop drinking.”  In the Twelve and Twelve, 
pg.  139, the first two sentences read, “This 
Tradition is packed with meaning.  For A.A. is 
really saying to every serious drinker, “You are 
an A.A. member if you say so….”.  The 
keywords here are serious and drinker.   It 
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Step 2  
Came to believe that a Power 
greater than ourselves could 

restore us to sanity.   

Tradition 2  
For our group purpose there is but 

one ultimate authority - a loving 
God as He may express Himself  

in our group conscience. Our 
leaders are but trusted servants 

they do not govern.    

Concept 2 
The general service conference of 
A.A has become, for nearly every 

practical purpose, the active voice 
and the effective conscience of our 
whole Society in its world affairs. 

U N I T Y  -  R E C O V E R Y  -  S E R V I C E   

Virtual Ask It Basket  
If you have any questions in regards to 

sobriety, the steps, the traditions or service 
please email them to :  

district40newsletter@gmail.com

mailto:district40newsletter@gmail.com
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appears to me that the A.A. Tradition Three only applies to serious drinkers.  If I am not 
a serious drinker, I cannot declare myself an A.A. member!  Even though I may have 
other problems that are serious. 

New to Service?   
 Doug D, District 40 Alt - DCM 

 Have you ever heard of a Service Sponsor?   The A.A. 
Pamphlets P-15, Questions and answers on Sponsorship has a 
section on pg. 25 which states, “Individuals may feel that they 
have more to offer in one area than in another. It is the service 
sponsor’s responsibility to present the various aspects of service: setting up a meeting; 
working on committees; participating in conferences, etc. In this matter it is important 
for the service sponsor to help individuals understand the distinction between serving the 
needs of the Fellowship and meeting 
the personal needs of another group 
member.  A service sponsor is usually 
someone who is knowledgeable in 
A.A. history and has a strong 
background in the service structure. 
The A.A. member is introduced to a 
new language: G.S.R., D.C.M., area 
assembly, minority opinion. They will 
become familiar with the Traditions, 
Concepts and Warranties, as well as 
The A.A. Service” 

https://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/
p-15_Q&AonSpon.pdf 

 When I heard that I should get 
a service sponsor at my first District 
40 meeting, I went back to my home 
group and asked a few people; they 
did not know what I was talking 
about.  So I continued to ask asked 
around some more. I later found 
someone in a traditions meeting that 
caught my attention.  The way they 
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CFC is looking for issues of 
Grapevines to send to local 

jails due to them being 
unable to have meetings 

brought into them. 

https://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/p-15_Q&AonSpon.pdf
https://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/p-15_Q&AonSpon.pdf
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would talk about a tradition made me think, I want what 
they have.  The journey was worth it, getting to understand 
the structure and history of AA.  Seeing how this altruistic 
movement keeps going year after year and decade after 
decade by passing on what you have been taught.  This is 
the only organization that I know of where someone will 
teach you, their replacement, how to do the job as good or if 
not better than them.  Service work is privilege to give back 
freely to the organization that gave us so much.  I thank my 
service sponsor for teaching me the term, Voluntold.  I 
sometimes do need a push in the right direction because 
that charter defect, procrastination is still hanging on some 
days. I’ll work on that tomorrow, haha!  

 I hope this helped some of the new members to the District 40 Newsletter.  If you 
have any question you can reach out to any of the District Officers or drop the newsletter 
editor the question to drop in the Virtual Ask-It-Basket, where you can anonymously any 
AA related question and they will be answered in the upcoming months.  
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Pamphlet of the Month  - January  
G.S.R. Your group link to A.A. as a whole 

Click on the link for digital copy of pamphlet  

https://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/p-19_gsr.pdf 

Pre - Order this limited edition publication that was 
originally developed as a souvenir book for the 2020 

International Convention in Detroit.   
Release Date : February 14, 2021 

https://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/p-19_gsr.pdf
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Grapevine is looking for stories 
written by anyone who has 

participated in any kind of CPC 
service. 

Articles due April 15th, 2021  

www.aagrapevine.org/share
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December Treasurer’s Report for 
District 40 
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District 40 Committee Meetings
Committee Meeting Date and Time Location 

Archives 1st Saturday of the Month, 
10:00 am 

521 N. Sam Houston Pkwy East, Suite 
215 Houston, TX 77060

Cooperation with the 
Professional 

Community (CPC)

1st Monday of the Month, 
7:00 pm

Spring Branch Memorial Club 1200 
Blalock Suite 378  

Houston, TX 77055
Correctional Facilities 

(CFC) 
3rd Wednesday of the Month, 

7:30 pm 
The Delta Club  

6401 Southwest Freeway, Suite 110 
 Houston, TX 77057

Grapevine 3rd Thursday of every other 
Month, 7:30 pm

The Delta Club  
6401 Southwest Freeway, Suite 110 

Houston, TX 77057
Intergroup 3rd Thursday of every other 

Month, 8:00 pm
4140 Directors Row  

Suites D & E,  
Houston, TX 77092

Internet Technologies 
(IT)

4th Saturday of the Month, 
10:00 am

Spring Branch Memorial Club 1200 
Blalock Suite 378  

Houston, TX 77057
Literature 3rd Tuesday of the Month, 

7:30 pm
Zoom - Send Login Requests to: 

Literature-Chair@aa-seta.org 

Multi-Lingual 1st Thursday of the Month, 
7:30 pm

District 63  4800 West 34th St.  
Suite B-8 

Houston, TX 77092
Public Information (PI) 4th Tuesday of the Month, 

7:30 pm
Spring Branch Memorial Club  

1200 Blalock Suite 378, Room C 
 Can do Zoom 

Houston, TX 77055
Treatment Facility 
Committee (TFC)

2nd Monday of the Month, 
7:00 pm 

At Area Assembly, Saturday 
4:30 pm

GoToMeeings 
(except Assembly Months)  

mailto:Literature-Chair@aa-seta.org
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Position   Name    Email 

DCM    Jackie S.   Jackie.s@aa-seta.org 

Alt DCM   Doug D.   Doug.d@aa-seta.org 

Secretary    Natalie A.   

Alt Secretary    Ed S.     

Treasurer     Scott B.   treasurer-40@aa.seta.org 

Alt Treasurer   Ronnie H.   treasurer-40-alt@aa.seta.org 

Archives    Marcus S.    

Newsletter Editor   Fernando B.   district40newsletter@gmail.com 

Grapevine Rep   Candice D.    

IT Rep    Edie B.    

Literature Rep  Dan K.    

CFC Rep    Paul K.    

Intergroup Rep   Mitch A.               

CPC Rep    Bill A.    

PI Rep    Terri O.    

TFC     Wendy F.   
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District 40 Officers and Committee 
Representatives 

February 2021 Grapevine Issue  
Sponsorship!  

Members share stories about the joys and 
challenges of sponsoring one another.  

Also included are powerful stories of home 
by members during the current COVID-19 

crisis. 

mailto:treasurer-40@aa.seta.org
mailto:treasurer-40-alt@aa.seta.org
mailto:district40newsletter@gmail.com
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