GRAPEVINE COMMITTEE MEETING
March 18, 2010
 

Attendees:  Betsy G., Delegate; Jackie V., Grapevine Chair; Tom K., DCM, District 51; Lisa W., Secretary; Margaret B., God Meeting; Jonathan P., District 40 Grapevine Representative; Mitch D., Visitor from the 99'ers; Leo Z., Visitor from Caring and Sharing; Greg P., Grapevine Representative from Katy Big Book; Mike K., Grapevine Representative from the Open Door Group; Sam C., Alternate Grapevine Chair from District 67.

 

Opening:  Serenity Prayer
                 Introductions

 

REPORTS
 

Secretary's Report:  Report accepted as given.

 

Treasurer's Report:  The Petty Cash report was accepted as presented.  

 

CFC Report:  There will be an orientation April 24 for those AA's who wish to volunteer in the prisons.  

 

Delegate's Report:  Items to be discussed at the Conference in April:

1.  New books to be approved:  Step by Step --- The Grapevine on the Steps

                                                   Sponsorship --- A collection of stories

                                                   Staying Sober Through Adversity.
2.  The main agenda at the Conference comes from SE Texas.  It was submitted by the Spanish districts, who want to make LaVina more in line with the Grapevine by being staple free and in full color.
3.  Grapevine is re-doing its web site.  This will cost $275,000, and the budget was just recently approved.  This will cover significant improvements in web operating procedures, and is anticipated to show a one-year loss.  

4.  Betsy also mentioned that many of the people polled want more stories in LaVina.  

 

ITEMS DISCUSSED
 

The Unity Conference in Bryan:  The Grapevine display included the website and audio archives.  Jackie raffled off one free Grapevine subscription and one book of choice --- turned out to be The Beginner's Book for sponsees.  

 

Back Issues of the Grapevine may be delivered to not for profit treatment centers and halfway houses.  At the next meeting, a list of appropriate recipients will be passed out, and we can choose from that.  They include:  New Hope, 24-Hour Men's Center, The Wheel House, the VA (the old Starting from Scratch group), the Last Chance Recovery Center, the Aida House in Galveston, and any other recovery houses/treatment centers that are not for profit.  

 

The next Grapevine meeting will be at the SETA Assembly, April 10th at 4:30pm held in the El Paso Room  at the Sheraton North Houston.  There will be no 2nd Grapevine display in the hospitality suite due to poor supervision of GV items for sale at the October, 2009 SETA Assembly.  If and when we get enough volunteers to man a second display, Jackie will contact the appropriate District who will be hosting the hospitality suite.

 

Events the Grapevine will participate in:  We are considering ICYPAA which will be held in Houston at the Hyatt Hotel 7/30-8/1/10 (to be discussed) along with TXSCYPAA which will be held the weekend before Halloween, hotel to be announced (to be discussed) and the SETA meeting of January 2011 at Moody Gardens in Galveston.  We may or may not be doing a skit.
 

SHARING SESSION:
 

Mike K. has sold one subscription.    
Greg P.  plugs the web site at all his meetings, and also offers back copies. 
Sam C. gives a one year free Grapevine subscriptions to any new Grapevine representative brought in by their GSR.  
Jonathan P.  noticed that he has a budget of $80 for this year.  This will enable him to buy more back issues and offer them at meetings by saying, "Does anybody here have less than 30 days?"  He leaves out audio Grapevine post cards in the back of the room.  He has recently sold two more subscriptions to his home group.  

Margaret B. asked about sending Grapevines to the troops overseas.
 

Back issues of the Grapevine were placed in a box in a chair for everyone to take.  The Grapevine Handbook was also passed out.  

 

The meeting closed with the Responsibility Declaration.  

 

Respectfully submitted, Lisa W., Secretary

